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According to the Council of Europe A IHEMAINN BYECTIVES
12% to 15% of European Women over
16 suffered domestic abuse in a rela-

tionship (2008). - o create instruments and tools that al-

low a high level of efficacy and effi-
ciency in the protection and safety of
the survivors;

In the intervention in domestic vio-
lence safety of women and children
is paramount at all times. Thus risk
assessment — applying formal instru-
ments to assess the likelihood that
intimate partner violence will be re-
peated and escalated — plays a cen-
tral role and must be given utmost
priority. It is the basis for establis-
hing a safety plan to guarantee the
safety and security, preventing fur-
ther acts of violence or murder and
allowing survivors of viodence to live
a life without violence.

- to promote the recovery of survivors of
domestic violence, and consequently
their empowerment and autonomy
and to prevent further victimisation;

- to promote the collaboration among sta-
keholders involved in the support and
safety planning of women and child-
ren, as well as to develop formal and
informal networks.

The Project E-MARIA intends to im-
prove the intervention in domestic
violence by developing innovative
approaches to and instruments for
risk assessment in order to increase
the prediction of reassault and to
promote the safety and security of
victims of violence. Safety and secu-
rity shall help victims to recover from
their abusive relationship and to (re)-
build their life without violence.
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A THE MAIN ACTIVITIES

conducting a comprehensive needs
analysis to gather information on
existing risk assessment fools, legal
aspects related to risk assessment,
safety planning, legal implications,
and available training for women sur-
Vivors;

developing a European Manual on Risk
Assessment composed by several
sections, such as guidelines and
tools for implementing risk assess-
ment, safety plans, good practices,
available resources, legal and crimi-
nal systems;

developing training modules for profes-
sionals;

developing fraining modules for women
survivors to promote their recovery,
empowerment and autonomy.

A THE TARGET GROUPS

The E-MARIA project seeks to involve
all professionals who provide frontline
services for victims of domestic vio-
lence, with special focus on legal,
paralegal and judicial professionals
and law enforcement authorities as
well as all professionals who intervene
in the field of domestic violence, taking
into account that the implementation of
risk assessment has an impact on all
levels of the intervention.

Moreover, E-MARIA addresses directly
women survivors for whom training
sessions will be offered aiming at
accompanying their recovery process
and promoting their autonomy.

All target groups will benefit from im-
provements in the intervention and
support chain in the field of domestic
and gender based violence, and have
the opportunity to improve their perso-
nal and professional skills in the speci-
fically developed training.
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Association of Women Against Violence
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www.amcv.org.pt

Contact Details:
Margarida Medina Martins
Tel. +351 21 380 21 60
Fax. +351 21 380 21 68
sede@amcv.org.pt

Petra Viegas
Tel. +351 21 380 21 64

projectos@amcv.org.pt

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
DIRECTORATE GENERALE: JUSTICE
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This project has been funded with support from the European
Commission. This communication reflects the views only of
the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible
for any use which may be made of the information contained
therein.
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BUPNET

BUPNET GmbH
Gottingen, Germany
www.bupnet.de
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Social Innovation Fund
Kaunas, Lithuania
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@ieBerater“

Human Concern

die Berater
Vienna, Austria
www.dieberater.com
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